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PN b P o
tete-a-fete
Dallas-born Isaac Lyles and Olivia Smith

discuss starting up their Manhattan galleries
and exhibiting at Dallas Art Fair.

500C Lyles: IFe'n both Dallar mativer. How did yow go¢ tno arf and was
there something i Datias that b jow to it
Qlivia Smith: Viswal art has always been the most imporan
thing in my life, but SMU Meadows School of the Arts eeally
shaped me as an areist and interdiseiplinaey thinker. T also learned
suite a bit through internships at Big Thoughe and the Creative Ants
Center of Dallag, and as a docent for The Racholsky House. My very
first introduction 1o contemporsry are was visiting a Neil Jenney
exhibition at Craighead Geeen Gallery, whick left quite an impact on
me 28 3 hiph school student.

8. Ard wial abant Datias shaped you and your fnterent in art?

IL: My Farber David Lyles eo-founded the shortlived bt
imporeant Dallas Areisans Guild. Spending time in artists’ studios
and expetiencing the alchemny and labor of ereation a formative
cffect on me. It was that profound sense of community as well as
exhibitions at the Dallas Museum of Art, particularly Balf sk The
Crorring and the Sigwaer Polke: Rewns Paintings and Diramings exhibitions
that opened wp the world 10 me. 1 knew that [ wanted 10 pursee art
history ard that art was an intellectual and socal purswit, one that
affeers and enriches life.

Il Now g o director o ome of ohe Lomer Fast Skt most fteresting
galleries, what exrites jou abons refarning o onr birthpiace awd exchibiting af the
Drailfar et Faref

05: Ir's been exciting w watch the art seene develop in Dallas

t Mew York. [ anended the fest edition of the Dallas
Art Fair ten years ago as an SMU studem. A few years larer, T sow
Chris Byrne give a lectore about the fatr at the Dallas Comemporary.
I have attended the fair many vesrs sinee, always with the hope thay
I could participate in some way. I's important o me 0 connect
with Dallas since I believe in the futuse growth of the ans in my
hometown.

Q5 What aftracted you fo New York? Dial yow dewow: you sianied fo sork in
galleries and eventually apen your owni

IL: Afiee seints living in Beelin, London, and Mexico Ciry, I knew
Dwanted o go where the adventure was and rub elbows with the best
of my generation. [ worked with amazing people: the curator Antony
Elms, Mike Egan {of Ramiken Crocible, when I met at UT Auvstia),
Drerck Eller, and Jack Tilton before the chorus of "you should opens
yout ows gallery™ was loud enough for me o hear. Oa May 31,2015,
Topened Lyles & King in the Lower Eact Side.

Q8 Do yow thinke being from Dallas makes you stand out i the New: York
art gerid?

This poge, above: B8 Sayler, Humbeld! Mangsut, 2017, oil an hamp, B4 % 60 in.
Caurtary of Magenta Plois. Babsw: Chris Macd, The Poat i tha Fuature Rapeating, 2017,
alicyd on canves, B0 x 6 in. Cocrresy of Lyles & King. Oppasite: Ofivie Sith, direcror
of Magento Flains ond lsooc Lyles, owner of Lyles & King. Photograph by Glivio
Gévecchic.
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05: Before opening Mage
I diseussed oot salues:

s Plains eo-founders and

hospitality, acee:

my

v, amd

integrity,

curiosity. Those are gualities I grew up with celturally in Dallas.

IL: Caw you falk about Magnia Flasnst The name, fhe frogram, ond ibe
gallery’s vizfonf

05: For me, the name Magenta Plains is visw
of possibilities. One of the eore missions of the gallery is o bring
greater attention 1o significant an and ariises regardless of age
or carcer, presenting conext and meaning for the development

c:\pa:'_si\'l: full

f new ideas as well as o preserve older generations of arses’
work. We are th

05 How did your galiery Lyfes & King develgh, and fom da yow seies
artinte fa eschibi
IL: T began the gal

ufice our roster of artise

ed b ar

the bel

with

the importance

[ represent artists |
, L
want collectors o koow thar [ stand felly |

ceause [ believe in the process of
fioster that for artises, and [
t ny artists. [
passionate
ion and therefore

aeuvee in ieve that [ cas

ined

choose artists o exhibit fiest and foremose by

e work and eonfident in the anist's v
|J Iy, I'm working 1o boild an intersational program
v dynemism and difference. Issues of the
cxperienee, and L..L'll:'.l] oy are themes that course through many

about tk
fetore. Seen

charaererized oy,

s shows,
IL: 1t abawt the Dialiar art rcens da yow ibimk 15 mart esceibing?

af

Dallas because they are
Ir's espeei exeiting to see the
At institution = The Power Station,
rehouse. [ hope yor artists

stay in the eity, contnue o

wihwo artend are school in Dallas w

thrive, and keep forging new teeeitory.

[E3h) agree with you snd want 10 add the amaring eoratoe
Justine Ludwig and Alisor Gingeras at the Dallas Conternpaorary,
TWO x TWO for ATDS and Az, which 1 avtended for
[ think Dallas’ community of patrons,
amd eollectors, along with the Dallas Art Faie

time in the fall.
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generuted something speeial, and somet
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that you zad 1 are

proud w0 retars 1w,
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Olivia Sm
gallery founded in 2006 oo the Lower East §i
fovnding Magenta Pl 5
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A, where shy
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from Highl:
SMU Meadows School of 1f
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r of Lyles & King.

the collections of

Isase Lyles is the own

Many of their gall
artists ate if miclon, Paris; Selomon
R. Guggenheim Museum, New Yok, Wi Museum of
American Art, Mew York;, Hammer Musewm, Los Angeles; San
F isen Musewm of Are, San Feanciseo; Musenm of Modern Aer,
Warsaw; and others. Lyles & King itions have been

ie e farun, et in /hm-nu Ar:\ru, The New Yok Toores, The New
Yc.r.{u-r, Arinei, anl orhers. lylesandking com P
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